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SAMI HE exorbitant exactions of fervants 

Shei ates *“~ in great houfes, and the necefiity 
ee 

a0’ ig? Impofed upon you, after dining at 

‘ ee a friend's table, ef furrendering all: 

: ae the moncy:in your pocket to tlie 

aoe gang tn livery, who very dexteroufly 

interceptevery avenue to the ftreet-door, have been-the 

fubje& of a former paper. This cufiom, illiperal an@y 

prepofterous as it is, neither the ridicule with which i 

have treated it, nor my more,ferious reprehenfiom will, 

I fear, be aiiie to abolifh. . My correfpondents ¢Ontinue 

‘to complain, that though the hofpitable door is opened 

wide for their admiffion, yet, like that of Pluto in Vir- 

gil, it is hardly pervious at their retreat; nor can they 

pals 
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pafs the ninefold barrier without a:copious fhower of in- 
fluencing filver. The watchful dragons ftill expect, and 
will expect for ever, their quieting fop, from his ho- 
nour’s bowing butler, with the fignificant napkin under 
his arm, to the furly Swifs who guards the veitible. Your 
pafsport is not now received. by thefe colleCtors, as a 
free gift, but-gathered as a turnpike toll; or, in other 
words, as the juft difcharge of your tavern reckoning. 
Thus the ftyle of invitation, which runs generally, that 
** Lord Such-a-one defires you will do hint the favour 
** to dine with him,” is explained, by dear-bought experle 
ence, to import, that you will obligingly contribute 
yeur quota to the payment of his fervants wages. 

Yer this abufe, grievous as it is to the gueft, and dif- 
graceful to the matter, is by no means the greateft inconve- 
nience arifing from a want of attention to ceconomical re- 
gulations. The following letter, which I have only room 
to infert at prefent, but which, for the fake of my corref- 
pondent, I may poflibly take under confideration at ano- ~ 
ther opportunity, will fufficiently thew the neceflity of 
fuch regulations: 


To Mr. Firz-ApaM, 
SIR, 


I am a plain country gentleman, poffeffed of a plen- 
tiful fortune, and bleft with moft’of the comforts of 


life ; but am at prefent (not through any fault of my 
own, that I can recollect) in great dittrefs; which I 
am as much at a lofs how to remedy, as I was unable 
to prevent. Though I have loved peace and quiet all my 
life, and have endeavoured conftantly to maintain good 
order and harmony in my family, I owe my grievances 
to the intrigues and jealoufies, which have unhappily 
fubfifted for fome time paft amongft my srrvants. I 


- 


give 











, 
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-give them good wages, which I pay punctually; I in- 
‘dulge them in every reafonable requeft, from a defre 
to make them happy ; and i have been told by all of 
them in their feveral turns, that I am, without exception, 
ithe very be/t.of mafters. 

Yet, with all my care and kindnefs, I cannot efta- 
blith a proper fubordination amongft them; without 
which, I am fenfible, no family-governmént can long 
fubfitt; and for want of which (as they cannot find a 
‘decent and reafonable caufe of complaint againft Me) 
they are perpetually quarrelling with one another. They 
‘do not, I believe, intend originally to hurt me: on the 
‘contrary, they pretend, my advantage alone is the occafion 
of their difagreement. But, were this really true, my 
cafe is no lefs deplcrable ; for, notwithftanding the zeal 
they expre(s for my fervice, and the refpect and affection 
they profefs to my perfon, my life is made miferable by 
their domeftic {quabbles ; and my eftate is mouldering 
away daily, whilft they are contending who fhould ma- 
mage it forme. They are fo obliging as to aflure me, 
upon their honours, that their contefts are only who 
can beft ferve fo good a mafter, and deferve and claim 
the firft place in his favour: but, alas! I begin to be a 
little apprehenfive that their ftruggle is, and.has been, 
who fhould get moft vaiis, and have moft power un- 
‘der me ; or, as you may think perhaps, over me. 

Tue firft appearance of this inteftine difcord was 
upon the following occafion. 

] HAVE avery troublefome neighbour, who is con- 
tinually committing encroachments upon my lands and 
manor. He attacks me firft with his pen; .and pretend- 
ing to have found out fome flaw in my fettlements, he 
cominences a fuit of trefpafs againft me: but at the fame 


time, 
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time, fearing left the law fhould happen to“decide in 
favour of RIGHT, he fends me word be wears a fword, 
Not along ago he threatened me that he would break into 
my park, fteal my fifh out of my canal, and fhoot my 
hares and deer within my pales. -Upon the advice of : 
my fteward and other fervants, I fent to my eftate in the 
north fora trufty game-keeper (whofe bravery and 
fidelity I could rely upon) to come to my affiftance, 
that he might help to preferve, not only my Game but 
my FAMILY, which feemed to be in no finall danger. 
Thefe orders were no fooner difpatched, than, to my 
great furprife, my PosT1L10N bolted into the parlour 


where I was fitting, and told me with all the warmth of 


a patriot, that he could not confent to Ferpinanp the 
game-keeper's admiflion into the houfe, for that he 
humbly conceived it was neither for my honour nor 


my intereft to be indebted for any- part of my protec- 
tion, or even fafety, to a FOREIGNER: for you mutt 
know, Mr. Fitz-Adam, that, very unfortunately for me, 
my poor honeft Ferpinanp did happen to be born 
fomewhere or other in Germany. You may imagine 
however, that J paid little attention to this remonftrance 
of my PosTILIon; but difmifling him from my fervice, 
I fent for FERDinAND; who, upon the firft fummons, 
travelled night and day to come to my relief. 

TueE next fit of affection that embarrafied me, broke 
outin my ambitious HELPER. He profefied himfelf fo 
excefiively careful of my perfon, that he did not think 
it fafe for me to be driven any longer by my old coacn- 
MAN; on which account he grew impatient to afcend 
the box himfelf. But his contrivances to facilitate this 
removal, were plain indications that he attended to his 
own advancement, more than to my _ prefervation :' for’ 
I have been informed, that he has often frightened the 
horfes, to make them ftart unexpectedly out of the quar- 


ter.: 
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ter: at other times he has been deteéted in laying great 
ftones in the way, with a defign to overturn the coach ; 
and in roads of difficulty and danger,’ was fure to-keep 
out of the way himfelf: nay, at. laft, he tried: to per- 
fuade thefervants, that it was the coAcHMAN’s inten- 
tion to drive headiong , over them,: and; breake all their 
necks. But when he found I had too good an opinion 
of old Tuomas, to entertain: any. fufpicion of his hone/ly, 
he came, one morning in a pet, and.gave me warning, 
‘T.told him» with gneat:temiper, he was too blame, paid 
him his wages, and bid Tuomas provide himfelf with 
another HELPER. ‘But I leave you to judge’ of my grief. 
as well as furprife,, when Tuomas anfwered me with. 
tears in his eyes, ‘‘ that he muft intreat. my permiffion, 
<< to retire from my, fervice: he found, he'faid, he had 
“« many enemies, both within doorsand without ;:my: 
“* family was divided into various parties ;: fome were fa-' 
« vourable.to the, uELPER, and others had been wrought: 
“upon by the late postition; he fhould be always 
“* grateful for the goodnefs I had thewn him; and-his 
*« Jaft. breath fhould be employed in’ ‘praying for my 
* profperity.” It was with great relu@tané® that I con- 
fented to his requeft; he had ferved me-honeftly above : 
thirty years,. from affeG@tion more than intereft ; had al- 
ways greafed my wheels himfelf, and upon every one , 
of my birth-days had treated all his brother whips at his 
own expence: fo that,, far from being a gainer by, my | 
fervice, he had {pent above half of what he had faved, 
before he came into it. . You may imagine I would wil- | 
lingly have feitled a comfortable annuity upon. him ; but 
you will wonder at his behaviour on this occafion: in- 
deed I have. never met with any thing like it, in one of his 
low ftation : he declared, that he would rather live upon 
bread and ¢heefe, than pfft my honour to- any expenee;- 


wiien he could be no longer ufeful to me. 


Tuus 
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Tuus have ] been reduced; contrary.to my inclinas 

_ tons, to hire another coacuman. ‘The man ‘have now 
\y taken, bears very reputable charaéter; but he happens to 
" he fo infirm, that he is fcarce yet able to get upon his box: 
and though he promifes, and I believe intends, to take all 
poftible care of my horfes, I fear he has not been ac- 
cuftomed to drive a fet fo reftive as mine’ are, “efpecially 

in bad roads. Ihave alfo been periuaded to take my 
POSTILION again, as he is a great favourite of my prefent 
COACHMAN, Between them they are new modelling my 
family forme, and difcharging thofe fervants whoin they 
happen to diflike. My experienced BarLiFF, who uf- 


ed to hold my courts, has left me; and my game-keep- 
er, who has been obliged 'to lie during this hard winter 
ina tent in the garden, is ordered back again into the 
north, though he has given no fort of offence, but on 
the contrary, has been greatly inftrumental in protecting 
me from the infults of my bluftering neighbour ; fo un- 


pardonable a crime is it to be born in Germany ! 

Goop Mr. Fitz-Adam, advife me, asa friend, what 
courfe to take. We MASTERS, as we are improperly 
called, are bé€ome of late fo fubfervient to our fervants, 
that I fhould apprehend this univerfal want of fubordina- 
tion in them, mutt at laft be detrimental to the ftate it- 
felf: for as a family is compofed of many fervants, ci- 
ties and countries are made up of many houfes and fami- 
lies, which together conftitute a nation. Difobedience 
in the majority of individuals to their fuperiors, cannot 
fail of producing a general licentioufnefs, which muft 
terminate at laft in anarchy and confufion. 

I am, SrR, 
Your conflant reader and admirer, 
GeorGe MEanwELt. 
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